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As a memorial to Or. W. Robert 
Parks, Iowa State University 
President Emeritus, a mural of the 
expansive Iowa landscape was 
commissioned and dedicated on 
Friday, May 21, 2004. The mural 
was painted by Kurt Anderson, 
Tucson, Arizona, for permanent 
display in the William Robert 
Parks and Ellen Sorge Parks 
Library. 
The incredible contrast in moods 
of Iowa sky and weather is the 
theme of Prairie Sky. At dusk, a 
storm passes across an expansive 
rural setting. The immense power 
and threat of nature is depicted 
with billowing thunderhead 
clouds that throw off lightning 
and cast a dark pall over the land. 
But as is often the case in Iowa, 
the storm quickly passes. In its 
wake the sky appears especially 
tranquil and beautiful, as the 
scattering clouds capture the last 
rays of the setting s1.m.-Kurt 
Anderson, Prairie Sky artist. 
From Dean Olivia Madison 
I am delighted to present the Iowa State University Library's 
first issue of its newsletter Bool1marksl We plan on issuing 
this twice a year with news about the Library, new projects, 
staff news, changes in the building, our e-Library, friends, 
and ways to help support the Library 
This premier issue will bring you up to date on the rare 
books Dean Warren Kuhn donated, the joseph Edwin and 
Helen Cromwell Marks Endowment, a beautiful mural 
dedication, library projects, and new collection formats and 
services. We intend to showcase or highlight our wonderful 
staff and inform you of any changes taking place. 
The University Library can't make progress without you! 
We sincerely appreciate your past support and look 
forward to working with you again in the future. If you 
have any ideas for articles you'd like to see in Bookmarks, 
please don't hesitate to contact Pam Williams, Bool1marks 
editor (pwilliam@iastate.edu or 515 294-0443) or myself 
(omadison@iastate.edu or 515 294-1443). We hope you 
enjoy this first issue of Bookmarks I 
Left: Dean Olivia M. A. 
Some gems for Special 
Collections 
Warren B. Kuhn for his 
generous donation. Lower 
left: Dean Kuhn shows 
one of Dickens' novels in 
serial form. Lower right: 
Kuhn, Madison, and 
Tanya Zanish-Belcher, 
head of Special 
Collections, examine 
part of the donated 
rare book collection. 
Warren Kuhn , Dean Emeritus of the University Library, donated 
a number of rare books to the Department of Special Collections. 
Among them were several first edition novels by Charles Dickens, 
including Little Dorrit and The Old Curiosity Shop. 
With the addition of these books , the University Library will be able 
to expand its learning experience for students and faculty-who may 
have otherwise not had exposure to such rare treasures of literature. 
Gifts-in-kind, as donations like these are called, can significantly 
impact our collections and can also be tax deductible. If you are 
considering a gift-in-kind of rare materials, please contact Tanya 
Zanish-Belcher, Head, Special Collections (tzanish@iastate.edu, 
515 294-6648) or Karlene Jennings, Director of Development 
(knj®iastateedu, 515 294-0431) 
Specia l Collections 
The mission of the 
ISU Library Special 
Collections Department 
is to identify, select, 
preserve, create access 
to, provide reference 
assistance for, and 
promote the use of 
rare and unique 
research materials, 
papers, and records that support major 
research areas of ISU. The department's collecting 
areas include the University Archives (7,000 
linear feet) including 1,000,0000 photographs; 
the Archives of Women in Science & Engineering; 
Private Records & Manuscripts (6,500 linear 
feet), focusing on agriculture, science, and 
technology; Rare Books and Illustrated Histories 
(approximately 30,000 volumes); Ephemera and 
Periodicals; and Maps and Atlases. 
Artifact Collection 
Collections policy: The University Archives 
(Special Collections Department, ISU Library) 
collects three-dimensional objects in support of 
its mission to document Iowa State University. 
The collection also includes artifacts relating to 
the manuscript collections, in support of the 
department's mission statement to document 
agriculture, science, and technology. Since january 
2005, Ellie Mathews, retired Library faculty 
member, has been volunteering once a week in 
cataloging the artifact collection. 
Number of total artifacts: approximately 2,000 
Dates of artifacts: 1849-ongoing 
Collection Description 
Examples include a sword belonging to james 
Rush Lincoln (head of Military Science) and the 
death mask of Margaret Stanton (preceptress and 
wife of Edgar Stanton, class of 1872). There are 
also athletic artifacts such as sweaters, medals, and 
ribbons currently on display in the department's 
reading room. 
More recent acquisitions include a selection of 
ISU Cat's Meow Buildings (donated by American 
Country in downtown Ames) and artifacts 
accompanying donated archives and manuscripts 
collections, such as john Vincent Atanasoff's 
National Medal of Technology. Additional Atanasoff 
artifacts are on display in a permanent exhibit on 
the 3rd []oor of Durham HalL The department 
also recently acquired Manhattan Project artifacts 
from Harry Svec, 4-H pins from jerry Parsons, and 
stanchions and milk jars from the Department of 
Dairy Science. 
Current Project 
Michele Christian , University Records Analyst , 
is coordinating the re-housing of the artifacts 
into appropriate storage containers and the 
creation of an Access database with the inclusion 
of provenance of the objects and a digital image. 
Eventually, we hope to make this information 
available through thee-Library. Teresa Morales, 
Special Collections; Dorian Stripling, Digital 
Services; and Special Collections students are also 
assisting with the project. Approximately 500 
artifacts have been included thus far. 
Cool Find 
Tanya Zanish-Belcher recently found the postcard 
(above left) at the Brass Armadillo in Des Moines. 
She donated it to the University Archives, who had 
never seen the image before finding the card. 
News from 
Collections & Technical Services 
For you with teenage children or grandchildren who love technology, this may 
be nothing new. However, for those not in the know, we hope to soon be moving 
to a new format. Media is experimenting with MP3s as a means of addressing 
the ever-present storage issue. Because of the size of the discs and the potential 
for holding so much material, the MP3 technology provides an opportunity that 
Media would like to explore. The following information is drawn from the Books 
on Tape Web site and therefore is talking about spoken-word COs rather than 
music, but it gives you a good idea (www.booksontape.com). 
What does MP3 stand for? 
The name MP3 is short for MPEG Audio Layer 3, an international standard for 
digital audio format. The Fraunhofer Institute in Germany developed the actual 
MP3 technology. 
How does MP3 technology work? 
MP3 is an audio compression format that allows digital files to be compressed to 
a very small size while maintaining their original sound quality. MP3 technology 
applies to spoken word in the same way it does for music. Thus, we can shrink as 
much as 22.5 hours of spoken word on to one 700MB CD at 128 kbps. The average 
10-15 hour audio bo..ok requires about 300-400 megabytes of storage space . 
..-
What is an MP3-CD? 
An MP3-CD is the latest format used to distribute audio books. Each BOOKS ON 
MP3-.CD guidebook will be delivered in a plastic jewel case with appropriaje-
cover art and a listing of chapters (by track number) on the inside sleeve. Like our 
CD versions, content on MP3-CDs will be separated into multiple tracks so that 
you can easily find your place when listening to each title. Conversely, because 
of the large amount of information we have to store on each MP3-CD, tracks are 
split every 10 minutes instead of every 3 minutes as on a regular CD audio book. 
Each chapter starts at the beginning of a new track. 
Where can I play MP3s? 
MP3-CDs can be played from your computer's CD-ROM drive or from any 
compatible MP3 device. 
To enable your computer to play MP3 files, you will need to make sure you 
have the appropriate MP3 player software installed. In most cases, you may 
already have an MP3 player pre-installed on your computer. If not, you can 
download a free player from the following locations: 
• MUSICMATCH Jukebox (PC, Mac, or Linux) 
• Windows Media Player (pick your operating system) 
• Real Player 8 Basic (PC, Mac, or UNIX) 
• Winamp Media Player (PC or Mac) 
To play MP3 files on an MP3-CD player, simply place the MP3-CD 
into the player and press play. It works just like a regular CD player. 
To play MP3 files from a conventional MP3 player, 
place the MP3-CD in your computer's CD-ROM drive 
and then transfer portions of the MP3-CD, using 
software provided by the MP3 manufacturer, to 
your MP3 device. 
During the week of March 29th, the 
Special Collections Department 
was honored to be able to provide a 
secure storage location for the visiting 
Declaration of Independence. This 
particular document was found behind 
a painting at a flea market and was 
eventually purchased by Norman Lear 
for 8.4 million dollars. The Declaration 
Road Trip visited 18 college campuses 
to energize and challenge students to 
register and vote. 
The Special Collections Department 
also won the National History Day in 
Iowa Kids Count! Award for Outstanding 
Service to Youth Researchers in 
providing access to primary documents 
for K-12 researchers. 
In addition, the Special Collections 
Department has recently received the 
following grants and donations: $75,000 
from the Lennox Foundation to renovate 
the reading room; $3,000 from the 
American Statistical Association for 
the processing of their records; $4,000 
from the National Television and Video 
Preservation Foundation to create BetaSP 
video masters of selected episodes of 
WOI-TV's The Whole Towns Talking: An 
Experiment in Democracy, which were 
only available on 16-mm film. 
Dean Olivia Madison and Ed 
Goedeken, Library United Way 
coordinator, received a Gold Award 
presented to the ISU Library for 
outstanding support of United Way on 
March 23, 2004. 
Olivia Madison gave a workshop, 
"Effective Committee Management: 
Basic Skills for Success," at the ALCTS 
Leadership Development Committee 
Workshop of the American Library 
Association Annual 2004 Conference in 
Orlando, Florida, on June 26, 2004. 
Jeff Kushkowski , Kathy Parsons, and 
Bill Wiese are the winners of the 2004 
Jesse H. Shera Award for Distinguished 
Published Research, sponsored by the 
ALA Library Research Round Table. 
The award is for their article: "Master's 
and Doctoral Thesis Citations: Analysis 
and Trends of a Longitudinal Study," 
portal: Libraries and the Academy 
3 no. 3 (2003) : 459-79. The award 
was presented at the ALA Annual 
Conference in Orlando and includes a 
$500 cash award. 
Karlene Jennings, Director of Devel-
opment, has been appointed to the 
Public Library Board of Trustees. 
Dan Coffey has been awarded a 
"Summer Support Grant" by the 
Center for Excellence in the Arts and 
Humanities to complete his "Resources 
for Creative Writing Students," 
the creation of a library-based 
bibliographic resource for students in 
the Creative Writing Program. 
Gerry McKiernan delivered an invited 
presentation, "Open Content and 
Access for Digital Scholarship," at 
WiLSWorld 2004: The Virtual Chase: 
In Hot Pursuit of Electronic Solutions 
at the University of Wisconsin Pyle 
Center in Madison on July 27, 2004. 
He also delivered a Power Point 
presentation, "Seize the Feed: 
Content Syndication for Enhanced 
Governmental Information Services," 
at the Federal Library and Information 
Center Committee for the Content 
Management Working Group, part of 
the Brown Bag Series for the Library of 
Congress held in the Madison Building 




Digital Services is the Library's newest 
department. Text, images, sounds, and video 
are converted into digital formats for access 
via the Library's Web site. Dorian Stripling, a 
digital services specialist, is shown above at 
work on an imaging project. 
Top to bottom at right: 
Alexander Lippisch, "Conceptual Drawing" 
Alexander Lippisch Papers 
Special Collections Department, 
Iowa State University Library 
Christian Petersen, "Wedding Ring" 
(photograph) 
Christian Petersen Papers 
Special Collections Department, 
Iowa State University Library 
Christopher Bennett," Jack Trice" 
(cast bronze) 
JackTrice Stadium, northeast entrance 
Art on Campus collection, University 
Museums 
Iowa State University 
Michael P. Harker Photograph collection 
Special Collections Department, 
Iowa State University Library 
IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY 
University Library 
Iowa State University 
302 Parks Library 
Ames, Iowa 50011-2140 
From the Library Director of Development 
We are excited about this first issue of Bookmarks-through this publication we look 
forward to keeping alumni and friends in touch with the programs and people of the 
University Library! 
As Director of Development, I would like to personally 
thank each of you for your continued support of ISU's 
students, faculty, and staff through your commitment to 
the library. In an era of many organizations and causes 
to assist, we appreciate your efforts on behalf of the 
library. 
The University Library benefits from many types 
of gifts--cash, stock, and gifts-in-kind. Inside this 
issue you may have read (or will read) about two 
wonderful gifts the library recently received. Each 
and every investment in the University Library 
is special and makes the library stronger. There 
are many opportunities to support the dynamic 
services that the library offers to nearly 15 million 
visitors annually 
Olivia Madison accepts 
Callathon donations. 
I would like to recognize a contribution the University Library received recently from an 
anonymous donor. Inside a package mailed from Sioux Falls, South Dakota, were a long-
lost volume and a wonderful donation to buy additional items for the library To our library 
friend in Sioux Falls-if you are reading this issue-please accept our heartfelt thanks for 
your generosity! 
We also appreciate learning about planned future support. If you have included the 
University Library in your estate plan, or would like information and language about how to 
do so, we would be delighted to work with you to create a gift plan that meets your wishes 
and can be carried out by the University Library and ISU Foundation staff. 
The University Library welcomes all levels of support. Gifts can be designated for a variety 
of purposes, so if you are interested in exploring options to support the library financially, or 
with a gift of collections, please contact the Library Development Office. We would be happy 
to work with you I 
Signature redacted for privacy
